Correcting Run-on Sentences
1. Using End Marks. Properly used, an end mark splits a run-on into two shorter but complete sentences. Which end mark you use depends upon the function of the sentence.

Run-on:
Tom plays the guitar, he’s been taking lessons since third 



grade. 
Corrected:
Tom plays the guitar. He’s been taking lessons since third grade.
2. Using Commas and Coordinating Conjunctions. Sometimes, the two parts of a run-on are related and should stay in the same sentence.  In that case, the run-on can be changed into a compound sentence. Use a comma and a coordinating conjunction to combine two independent clauses into a compound sentence. To separate the two clauses properly, it is necessary to use both a comma and a coordinating conjunction. A comma by itself is not enough.
	Coordinating Conjunctions

and               or                but                nor                for               yet              so


Run-on:
Tom plays the guitar, he’s been taking lessons since third 



grade. 
Corrected:
Tom plays the guitar, and he’s been taking lessons since third 



grade. 
3. Using Semicolons. You can sometime use a semicolon to punctuate the two parts of a run-on when the ideas expressed in the two parts are closely related. 

Run-on:
Tom plays the guitar, he’s been taking lessons since third 



grade. 
Corrected:
Tom plays the guitar; he’s been taking lessons since third 

grade. 
Name___________________________________

Comma Splices & Fused Sentences

Part I.  Determine whether the items below are comma splices or fused sentences.

1. Julie is a real hypochondriac when her stomach hurts, she is certain that she has a bleeding ulcer, and if she has a backache, she believes that she has cancer of the spine.

a. comma splice

b. fused sentence

2. My cat Buster loves to nap on warm appliances when he sleeps on top of the television, his tail swipes the screen like a windshield wiper.

a. comma splice

b. fused sentence

3. During English class, Anthony kept flirting with RaShaunda because his behavior was keeping Sheila from understanding the lecture, Sheila whacked him over the head with a dictionary.

a. comma splice

b. fused sentence

4. In preparation for the quiz, Adam studied comma splices and fused sentences until he thought his brain would burst, finally, he put away his notes, convinced that he would remember the rules even on his deathbed.

a. comma splice

b. fused sentence

5. At the back of the classroom, Ellie sat with her arms crossed, glaring at her teacher, Mr. Bean, her body language indicated that this was her least favorite class.

a. comma splice

b. fused sentence

6. Mike loves to play computer games, especially Tomb Raider, he imagines that all of the villains are his problems, and he gets great satisfaction beating them into oblivion.

a. comma splice

b. fused sentence

7. Josie, Don’s Cairn Terrier, will bark at anything that moves, squirrels, wind blown leaves, passing cars, and her own shadow and will start yapping.

a. comma splice

b. fused sentence

8. Michelle is terrified of spiders, so when she found one in the bathroom, she panicked, refusing to shower for three days or use the restroom, she drove to her neighborhood gas station.
a. comma splice

b. fused sentence

9. Jeremy likes to put peanut butter on his pancakes instead of syrup, I like the smell, but I wouldn’t want to eat anything so sticky that early in the morning.

a. comma splice

b. fused sentence

10. Orange juice, toast and cereal might be a healthy breakfast, but Ricardo always hits the snooze button on his alarm too many times all he can grab is a stale pastry and a soda.

a. comma splice

b. fused sentence

Part Two. Choose the correct way to fix the underlined problem in each sentence.

11. Lorna did not last long in Mr. Wolcott’s busy office, her long fingernails made accurate typing impossible, and her abrasive manner scared away too many potential clients.

a. office her

b. office, because her

c. office. Her

12. Bo was craving a cold slice of watermelon, but he had money only for hotdogs and buns, Bo was pretty sure that sticking the huge fruit under his shirt and pretending he was pregnant wouldn’t fool the cashiers.

a. buns Bo

b. buns. Bo

c. buns, but Bo

13.  Fighting the urge to crawl under her desk, Adriana looked at the clock, there was still a half hour left of class, more than enough time to do her poorly prepared presentation.

a. clock there

b. clock; there

c. clock, so there
14.  My cat Buster is always tipping over the garbage can then he searches through the trash for milk jug caps, which he bats around the floor, the cat version of playing ice hockey.

a. can, then

b. can, but then

c. can, and then

15. Susan ducked down when she saw Mr. Hayden, her English teacher, walk into Tito’s Taco Palace, unfortunately, a burrito wasn’t big enough to hide behind, so poor Susan had to explain why she missed his class again.

a. Palace unfortunately

b. Palace; Unfortunately

c. Palace. Unfortunately

16. Mark searched the nearly empty refrigerator for a midnight snack his only choices were curdled milk, stale pizza, and grape jelly, any combination of which he couldn’t stomach.

a. snack, his

b. snack, but his

c. snack, so his

17. Running through the parking lot, Sheridan hoped to get to her car before the rain began when she found the doors locked and saw her keys lying on the front seat, she knew that she was in for a soaking.

a. began, when

b. began; When

c. began. When

18. Sighing heavily, Melody tried to summon the energy to get to her next class her  heavy book bag and the long walk, however, seemed impossible challenges.
a. class, her

b. class; her

c. class but her
19. Tina always knows the right answer in English class but is too shy to volunteer whenever Mrs. Linneman asks a question, Tina’s hand feels as if it weighs a thousand pounds.

a. volunteer, whenever

b. volunteer, therefore whenever

c. volunteer; whenever

20. Poor Keegan listened to her stomach rumbling loudly, she would have to wait twenty more minutes before she could dash to the cafeteria for a quick lunch.

a. loudly she

b. loudly; she

c. loudly, so she
